Version Showing Amendments to the Claims 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 26 has been amended as follows: 

1 26. (Twice Amended) A tube rack comprising: 

2 a base having a top surface and oppositely facing side walls, said top surface 

3 being subdivided into an array of tube-receiving [first] openings, each of said side walls having 

4 a trunnion protruding outwardly therefrom, with said trunnions being aligned coaxially; and 

5 a cover having oppositely facing side walls with notches in said side walls , said 

6 notches being defined bv trunnion travel surfaces extending between ledge surfaces and tabs 

7 spaced one from the other at the entrance to said notches, [having downwardly facing second 

8 openings,] said cover being configured and dimensioned to be seated on said base in a closed 

9 position enclosing said top surface, with said trunnions received in said notches and in contact 

10 with said trunnion travel surfaces, the spacing between said ledge surfaces and said tabs 

1 1 relative to the external dimensions of said trunnions being such as to permit [via said second 

12 openings, said notches and said second openings being defined by surfaces that coact with said 

13 trunnions alternatively to accommodate (i)] unimpeded vertical movement of said cover 

14 between said closed position and a raised position removed from said base, [and (ii) limited 

15 rotation of] said trunnion travel surfaces being slidable over said trunnions during rotation of 

16 said cover about said trunnions between said closed position and an inclined open position at 

17 which said ledge surfaces abut said trunnions to prevent rotation of said cover beyond said 

18 open position and said tabs underlie and are engageable with said trunnions to impede vertical 
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19 removal of said cover from said base, said cover when in said open position providing access 

20 to said tube-receiving openings. 



